Remembrance Speech given by Winfield Harlow on April 10, 2006 at

Pearl St. United Methodist Church, Brockton, MA

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Elmer Gladding Harlow Jr. was born on July 8, 1921 in Brockton, MA and he died on April 6, 2006 in Brockton, MA at the age of 84 years, 8 months, and 28 days. I’m being clear and precise with these facts because that is the way that Elmer would of wanted it. Some of you might not know that Elmer was the family Genealogist for the Sgt. William Harlow Family Association for over 32 years. Elmer was an 11th generation descendant of Sgt. William Harlow of Plymouth, MA.  

I met Elmer in 1995, about 11 years ago, as I was attempting to trace my ancestors back to the time when they stepped onto the shores of America. I purchased a book from a Harlow cousin in Ohio that promised to help me with my research and to answer all of my questions about my Harlow past. After I received the book, I learned that I was conned into buying an out-of-date telephone listing of the Harlows that lived in the United States. Even my own listing was incorrect. The book did have one glimmer of hope, and that was the name and phone number of Elmer Harlow, Genealogist for the Sgt. William Harlow Family Association. 
I called Elmer and he answered the phone in a soft friendly voice with the words, “Good evening!”. Little did I know that it would be this greeting that I would hear many times over the next 11 years. I explained who I was, and how I came about his name and phone number. I detected a slight laugh, as he told me that other cousins had also purchased that book of Harlow telephone numbers. He did comfort me by saying that he would try his best to give me my twenty dollars worth. I then proceeded to tell him as much of my Harlow family history as I knew, which at the time was about three and a half generations. Elmer called me back within 24 hours with the good news that he had records that took my Harlow family back 8 more generations to a Sgt. William Harlow of Plymouth, MA in the times of the pilgrims. He also informed me that I was a Mayflower descendent as well. 

As it was in June he had more good news, there was going to be an annual reunion in a month or two where I would get the chance to meet other Harlow cousins. I knew right away that I would go to the reunion in August, if only to meet this wonderful man. As I got off the phone with Elmer, I realized that he did give me my 20 dollars worth. 
In 2 - 3 days I received a large manila envelope in the mail, which contained 8 family group sheets from Sgt. William Harlow to my great-grandfather and blank sheets for the information that Elmer wanted about the current generations. I’ve often heard people jokingly say that Elmer was responsible for keeping the post office in operation and I too believe this. There would be days that I would receive, not one but two letters from him. Elmer didn’t have a computer or email and would say that he would leave that to the younger folks because he enjoyed writing his letters. He knew that if he wrote and mailed a letter on Monday that if would be read on Wednesday and a reply should be in his mailbox on that Friday. Often it didn’t happen that way. Elmer did get frustrated when replies came months and even years latter. About 6 months ago, I remember telling Elmer that I received a response from a cousin that I sent an email to about a year earlier. His reply was, “See email is just as slow as the regular mail”. A little over 2 weeks ago, I called Elmer to tell him that I received a reply to a letter written over 40 years ago even before he became Genealogist. He was amazed and pleased to finally hear an answer to that inquiry.  
At my first reunion in 1995, I meet this remarkable man. He turned out to be, as I had thought and much more. When he met my wife, Jo-Ann, he asked what her maiden name was. She told him that it was Lucas, and he went on to tell her all about the Lucas lines of descend from Sgt. William Harlow and of one of Sgt. William’s granddaughters named Joanna Lucas. Elmer had the gift of remembering names and connection between people in the Harlow Genealogy and of the people that he met. Often when we would meet at his house, he would get up in mid-sentence and pull one of the fifty plus volumes of Harlow Genealogy from his bookshelf and open it to the page that contained the person that we were talking about. As we all know, Elmer was a ‘people person’.

Elmer was the main force behind the assembling and publishing of our five generation genealogy book. For decades, he gathered the genealogy facts and stories. Working closely with our editor, Alicia Crane Williams they got the material into book format. As several members of the genealogy committee reviewed the draft copy, he allowed me to computerize the genealogy. The book was published in 1997 and Elmer accepted my offer to store the 45 cartons of books at my house and to help him with the sales.  It was at this point that the question was asked, about what was next for the Harlow Genealogy. Elmer realized that it was time to think about retiring from the Genealogist position, so he asked me if I would continue on with his work. Of course I accepted his offer. Then after about 8 years of reviewing his volumes of information, following him through cemeteries, going to town halls, attending other family reunions and going to several funerals he decided that he was ready to turn over the job to me. Elmer retired as our Genealogist in April 2004. Over the last two years he has continued to guide me with my new duties. 

Elmer will always be a Genealogist and I’m sure that he will look up some of our ancestors in Heaven in order to find the answers to some questions that eluded him over the years. I just hope he finds a way to communicate those answers back to me. Who knows, maybe he will be the first postmaster general of Heaven.

I know what it feels like to loss a father. My dad died 24 years ago when I was 24 years old. Now I have that same feeling again today.                  
