Unzip the install files:


First, unzip the install files into a temporary folder or on to your desktop. After you drag and drop the file your computer should display a message asking you if you want to unzip these files. Answer yes. If your computer copies the whole zip folder that is OK, just right click and hold it (drag) and drop it back to another place on the desktop. When you release the mouse button you should get a popup menu with the option to extract. Click on that option.  
Run the setup file:

- Open the GedWriter Install folder by clicking on it.

- Double click the setup.exe file

- On the Welcome Screen click OK

- Next click the button with the picture of the computer and a box next to it

- On the Choose Program Group window, click the 'Continue' button

- If all went right you will see a message that states that the setup completed successfully. 

- Click the OK button.

The program files will be located in a folder at C:\Program Files\GedWriter. You can create a shortcut for the GedWriter.exe file on your desktop or start the program by clicking on the Start button\All Programs\Gedwriter group\ and then the GedWriter program (with the pencil icon in front of it).
Once you run the program for the first time, to see if it installed correctly and to check it out, you will be asked to input your name and email address. Do this carefully as it will become part of the file sent to me in the GED file. 

Update the program if needed:

The next step is to determine if you need to update the program. Check the Committee page (on the web site) – Step 2 for the latest version. Start your version of the program and check the blue title bar at the very top of the window for your current version. If your version is less than the web site version you will need to upgrade. Download the new executable file (exe). Place this file in the c:/Program Files/GedWriter folder replacing the file that is there. Restart the program and verify that the new version is now running.  
Create a test GED file:

At this point I would like you to create a test GED file and email it to me in order to verify that you’re running OK and that you understand the emailing process. 
· Start the GedWriter program and input your name and email address if you haven’t already done so.
· On the Husband tab, type Test in the First Name + Middle field. Tab and type Harlow in the Surname field. 
· Click in the box that is labeled Current GEDCOM file name and type harlow1. 
· Click the dropdown menu at the top for GEDCOM and then Write GEDCOM File. This will create a file called harlow1.ged and put it into a folder called HFA on your C: drive. 
· You can check if it is there. 
· Next start an email to me ( Harlowfamily@cox.net ) and attach the harlow1.ged file then send it.

Read the manual then create your first files:

At this point you should read the GedWriter Manual.doc file to learn more about the program. After I check the harlow1.ged file that you sent me I will send you two PDF files to work on. When you are ready, open one of the PDF files which contain the first scanned family group sheets. Type in as much if not all of the information into the program and write the GEDCOM file. Attach it to an email and send it to me. I will check it with other submissions of the same file and suggest any things that you should be doing differently. Once you finish the PDF files I will email more of them to you. 
Go luck. Remember that I’m here for any and all questions. Thanks.  
